THE GREAT STATE

boy of eighteen, not only healthy, but understanding
why he is healthy, and what branches of the pro-
fessional work of the State are necessary for the
maintenance  of  that  public health  in  which  he
shares.    I see him thus respecting his own body
and the bodies of others.    His eye is clear, and his
touch is deft and firm.    He moves with grace and
precision, and his hands are skilful.    In the region
of acquired knowledge, as distinguished from the
education of his inherited powers, he is acquainted
with the elements of science.    He knows the quality
of the Nature from which he has emerged, so far as
it has been revealed by the sciences of geology,
biology, chemistry, and physics.    He has taken up
the  magnificent  inheritance  of  knowledge  which
as yet not one in ten thousand of our people enjoys,
By virtue of this inheritance, he understands the
physical world in which he has his being.    For him
there are sermons in stones, and good and. evil in
everything.    He rejoices in his knowledge as  he
rejoices in his  strength.    His  acquaintance  with
first principles enables him to scan a machine with
an eye of intelligence.    There is no common object;
of that conquest of Nature which we call Civili-
sation which has mystery for him.    He, therefore,
understands   why   work   is   necessary,   and   why
Nature has not merely to  be conquered in  one
final decisive battle, but in the every day of a never-
ending struggle.    What imagination  he has  and
what native powers he possesses are widened and
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